The Phone Call

One March evening the boss, needing to call one
of his techs about an urgent problem with one of
the main computers, dialled the employee's home phone number
and was greeted with a child's whisper. 'Hello.'

'Is your daddy home?' he asked. 'Yes', whispered the small voice.
'May | talk with him?' The child whispered, 'No." Surprised, and
wanting to talk with an adult, the boss asked, 'ls your Mommy there?"
'Yes.' 'May | talk with her?' Again the small voice whispered, 'No."'
Hoping there was somebody with whom he could leave a message,
the boss asked, 'ls anybody else there?' 'Yes', whispered the child, 'a
policeman.' Wondering what a cop would be doing at his employee's
home, the boss asked, 'May | speak with the policeman?' 'No, he's
busy', whispered the child. 'Busy doing what?' 'Talking to Daddy and
Mommy and the Fireman, 'came the whispered answer.

Growing concerned and even worried as he heard what sounded like
a Helicopter through the earpiece on the phone the

boss asked, 'What’s that noise?' The whispering s

voice answered, 'Hello-copper'. _*)’
'What is going on there?' asked the boss, now truly alarmed. In an
awed whispering voice the child answered, 'The search team just
landed the hello-copper.' Alarmed, concerned, and even more than
just a little frustrated the boss asked, '"What are they searching for?'
Still whispering, the young voice replied along with a muffled giggle:
'ME."'

— _— ———

Did you hear about Lucy who was thrilled to hear of a
new car wash opened in her neighbourhood? 'How
convenient,' she said. 'l'll be able to walk to it.'

Handlin’ the Law!

Lawyer's question: Have you lived in this town all your life? Witness's
answer: Not yet but | plan to.

Lawyer's Question: ... any suggestions as to what prevented this
from being a murder trial instead of an attempted murder trial?
Defendant: The victim lived?

Lawyer's Question: Doctor, did you say he was shot in the woods?
Witness's answer: No, | said he was shot in the lumbar region.
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March 2017 You’re Always There for Me

-3 When the world comes
crashing in
And chaos rules my mind,
I turn my heart to you, Lord,

And pure, sweet peace I find.

You lift me out of trouble
You comfort me in pain;

What’s Inside... You nourish, heal and cleanse
e You know the Economy is Bad _ me, _

IF. Like cool, refreshing rain.
e Something to Think About In times of joy and bliss,

When things are going right,
You lift me even higher,
And fill me with delight.

e Mark Your Calendar
e The Phone Call
e Car Wash

e Handlin’ the Law You listen to my prayers;

. : Gt inbohcolyel You hear my every plea;
T el YousNot Sewn fives, we*o?ﬂs‘k:% I'm safe because I know
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¥ ‘ If life was like a computer, |
could click “run” for daily

e s ¢ \ exercise!
Join us each Sunday for Worship...
3 p.m. worship and praise
22243 Allan Road (@Adelaide Road) South of Mt Brydges

Thot: “Faith looks away from the greatness of the undertaking to
the greatness of an ever-present all-powerful God.” ~ David Roper
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You know our economy is bad IF... uA\" . ’\lA
e You get a pre-declined credit card in the mail. V4 j %

e CEO's are playing miniature golf.

e Parents in Beverly Hills fired their nannies and learned their
children's names.

e McDonald's is selling the 1/4 “ouncer”.

e Motel Six won't leave the light on anymore.

44 Something to Think About...

<N \#28P The prophet Isaiah says, "You have seen many things, but

s 2 you pay no attention; your ears are open, but you do not
listen" (1saiah 42:20 NIV). Perhaps, like me, God’s pricks your heart as
you read this verse and you find yourself saying, “Yes, I've seen many
things, but have | paid no attention?“ Do we pay attention to the
hurting world around us? Are we mindful of the changing climate of
fear that our neighbours are facing? We hear about it, we watch the
news, read articles on how ISIS, Russian aggression, President Trump
and our own national directions are changing the threat level for the
world’s end. The doomsday clock was advanced. For the last two
years, the minute hand of the Doomsday Clock stayed set at three
minutes before the hour. In 2017 it's two and a half minutes to
midnight. The Science and Security Board warned: “The probability of
global catastrophe is very high, and the actions needed to reduce the
risks of disaster must be taken very soon. We find the danger to be
even greater, the need for action more urgent. ”

But are we not each given experiences in our lives whereby we
search for the presence of God and try to discover what God might
have for us through them? How is my God present in the midst of
those experiences? What is God teaching me? How might God be
working to change me? Often we're so rushed and busy we simply
don't pay attention. Even as we enjoy “mountain-top” experiences in
our faith, with our fellowship, with mission opportunities, we fail to
recognize the impact of God’s wonderful presence with us. How then
can we hope to experience God in our circumstances while running
our everyday lives, facing fears, listening to our hurting world?

| think it’s important we consider what our perspective is of who God
is? How big is our God, how great, how eternal and able is He? The

psalmist reminds us, “The LORD is high above all nations; His glory is
above the heavens. Who is like the LORD our God, Who is enthroned
on high, Who humbles Himself to behold the things that are in heaven
and in the earth?” ~ Psalm 113:4-6. Many of us have fallen for the
“spiritual prescription” for our life requiring we measure our spiritual
growth as we measure spiritual discipline. It’s like measuring ability
strictly by academic excellence. Too often we miss the great
contribution of those with wonderful knowledge that hasn’t been
gained in a classroom or a book because they’re not wired that way —
they’re the hands on and “get’er done” type we desperately need.
While | believe spiritual discipline is important, it isn’t a one size fits
all solution Spiritual disciplines are not an aspirin we can pass out to
people and say, "If you do this, you'll feel better and your relationship
with God will grow and you’ll always be on cloud nine."
It may be we can’t "feel" God or it seems God’s distant from us, but
that does not mean God is not present. | love God’s promise, that
“..indeed, as I live, all the earth will be filled with the glory of the
LORD.” ~ Numbers 14:21 NASB It’s been said, “We need to know without
a shadow of a doubt that we are immersed in God and that He is
actively present in our lives. We also need to know without a shadow
of a doubt that God is also actively engaged in the lives of everyone
around us.” While God isn’t our own personal genie existing to
satisfy our every whim, neither is God
a limited, “hamstrung-until-you-pray” Mark Your Calendars
deity we present Him as. God shows | March 1¥ - Ash Wednesday
us (if we let Him) he’s actively,| SunMarch 5™ — Communion
constantly at work in our lives, He’s | & CBOQSunday, Our Message
present and caring and desiring that Series: We.lc:oming God'’s
we’re filled with Him. God’s shown Reconciling Power

. ) . . Mon, March 6, 13, 20 & 27 —
His love for us in this: He gave us His | 5.5, 4.3 om Bible Study on
Son Jesus to show us the way. He did |  Hebrews at 8771 Parkhouse
this “to reconcile the world to Drive (Mt Brydges)
Himself’ ~ 2 corinthians 5:18-21. God’s | sat March 11" @ 8:30 am —
neither dead nor distant; He’s alive | Men’s Breakfast (FBC Strathroy)
and everywhere. God touches our Tues March 14™ 6 pm — Key
hearts and brings a quiet, invisible, | Bible Clubs Ba”qt'ft@ﬁrs" Lobo
yet ever-present Spirit, creating a| SatMarch 257 Culture on
desire within us for justice and Dare with Mark Buchanan @
. . Arkona BC 2-4 pm RSVP.
righteousness ~ a desire for God!




